
Maintaining Public Confidence In 
The Port Townsend Water System 

Herbicide Use In the 

Vicinity of the 

Municipal Watershed 



◦ Watershed 
protection 

◦ Communication 
with Pope 
Resources 

◦ Public protest 

◦ Outreach to 
regulatory 
authorities 

◦ Sampling 

◦ Communicating 
results to public 

◦ Risk to municipal 
water supply 
 

Public Perception and Utility Actions 

Peninsula Daily News 



 Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 
(1989) – required 
control of watershed 
if unfiltered 
watershed. 

◦ Property draining 
to City Lake 
purchased from 
Pope Resources in 
1990s for control of 
drainage to 
reservoir. 

 

City Lake Watershed Protection 



Spray Areas 
Around City 
Lake 
Municipal 
Watershed 

 Pope Resources initiated 
voluntary backpack spraying 
in the vicinity of City Lake to 
minimize possibility of drift. 

 Glyphosate has no 
significant vapor pressure 
and is unlikely to volatilize. 

  

  

City Lake 

Gibbs Lake 



 “This is important! The Eaglemount Spray site will be near City Lake which is the Port 
Townsend City water reservoir. Many people will be affected by this poisoning of our 
communities.” 

 “Contact the mayor and city councilors for Port Townsend and let them know that 
the area around City Lake, the City of Port Townsend drinking water reservoir is 
about to be sprayed.” 

 "The spray went all the way to Gibbs Lake and over the area that drops down into 
City Lake.” 

 “Again, I and others observed the helicopter spray falling over the tree line and down 
toward City Lake.  There is a 300 foot granite wall that drops down into City Lake 
from the Pope property.” 

 “After reading the above, and the article on the front page of yesterday’s paper, I 
conclude that you two knew much more about this than you chose to mention in our 
conversation.  I also assume that once pesticide or herbicides are discovered in a 
State and Federally regulated public drinking water supply, law mandates that testing 
for those substances must begin at whatever intervals are mandated by that law.  So 
I understand that you would not want to open this can of worms.  But, your apparent 
lack of concern about the dangers of Glyphosate is worrisome to me.  What I would 
hope is that the people who are protecting and certifying the purity of the water I 
drink, you, would be all over this.  Apparently not. “ 

Public Concern and 
Misstatements 



Glyphosate in 
the News 

  



 No significant risk to water supply that 
would necessitate additional testing for 
herbicides. 

 Pope Resources is working with the 
Department of Natural Resources to 
follow best industry practices to 
minimize the risks of herbicide 
application.   

 Buffer between the spray areas and City 
Lake seems adequately protective and 
taking additional precautions such as 
hand spraying in sensitive areas.  

 Spray areas are outside the City Lake 
watershed so the contamination risk is 
low. 

  

Washington Department of 
Health 



Port Townsend Routine Herbicide 
Sampling Schedule 

 Chemical Contaminants Rules - Phase V – 1994, includes Glyphosate  

 < Detect level with waiver – sampling on 9 year interval based on 
contaminant use or susceptibility   

 . 

  



Event Sampling 

 Sampling Protocol 

 Turn around time and cost 

3 weeks - $156/sample 

5 days - $234/sample 

3 days - $312/sample 

 Non-detect on both 
samples 



Public 
Messaging 



 Residue level of glyphosate in natural 
water is expected to be low due to its 
strong soil binding properties and 
degradation by microorganisms in soil 
and natural water. 

 Ultrafiltration membranes are not 
effective for the removal of glyphosate 
or other herbicides.  

 Glyphosate is expected to degrade 
rapidly at water disinfection aqueous 
chlorination conditions and totally 
degrade to small molecules common to 
the degradation of naturally occurring 
substances in raw water. 

 Oxidation effectiveness for 
combinations of herbicides and 
surfactants is unknown. 

 Only some home filter systems provide 
effective treatment. 

Water Treatment 



 Public and official messaging 

 City caught in the middle with 
no regulatory authority 

 Proactive testing required to 
get ahead of issue 

 Responding to Council and 
public 

 Public health agency 
assistance 

Lessons Learned 



 Ian Jablonski | Public Works Operations Manager – Water Resources  

 City of Port Townsend | www.cityofpt.us | ijablonski@cityofpt.us 

 250 Madison St. Suite 2R, Port Townsend, WA 98368 

 P:(360) 379-5001  |   

  

Questions 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=16439&d=1dmk3c9F_Tg9iSSJg45fxQ6upq4-dE1tRbd_SsKSXQ&u=http://www.cityofpt.us/
mailto:ijablonski@cityofpt.us

