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25 yrs later- Mowing’s Not Cutting It!
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Clallam lifts its ban on herbicides use

By RoB OLLIKAINEN
Penmsura Dainy NEws

PORT ANGELES
After years of debate, Clal-
lam County has lifted a
26-year ban on herbicides
as one weapon in the fight
against noxious weeds on
county roadsides.

County commissioners
voted 3-0 Tuesday to

approve an ordinance that .

creates an “integrated weed
management” chapter in
the county code. ’

The ordinance will be a
blueprint for a publicly
reviewed, annually updated
noxious weed management
plan that would allow the
limited use of low-toxicity
herbicides to control inva-
sive plants that cannot be
stopped by mowing, hand
pulling,  hydroseeding,
introducing insects or other
control methods.

“The notion that this
ordinance will unleash
widespread spraying is
anfounded,” said Cathy
Lucero, county noxious
weed coordinator, in a four-
hour public hearing Tues-
day.

“The approach is tar-
geted, using a variety of
handheld tools only”

State law requires the
county to control invasive

~ plants such as tansy rag-

wort, poison hemlock, but-
terfly bush, knotweed and
scotch broom in its 528-mile-
long, 1,050-acre-road right
of way.

Unlike most jurisdic-
tions, Clallam County does
not permit spot spraying of
herbicides on roadsides,
having banned the practice
in 1990.

“Looking at the fact that
we've had the same policy
for many years and as one
looks at the environment,
we are not winning the war
against noxious weeds,”
Commissioner Randy John-
son said.

“We're working to solve a
complex problem in a prag-
matic and responsible way,”
Board Chairman Mark
Ozias added.

“] can guarantee all of
you, particularly those who
are upset, or who may be
upset, that I'm going to be
monitoring this program
very closely over the next
several years.

“And I hope all of you do
as well.”

Commissioners  have
held a series of public hear-
ings on the draft ordinance,
the first in May 2015 and
the second last Oct. 18, but
delayed action to conduct
independent research and

to digest voluminous public
input.

Each of the hearings
drew considerable testi-
mony from those on both
sides of the herbicide issue.

Seventeen of 30 speak-
ers who testified Tuesday
said they supported limited
herbicide spraying by
trained proféssionals.

“This isn’t an ordinance
to spray herbicide with a
tanker truck” said Bruce
Paul, who serves on the
county’s Noxious Weed Con-
trol Board.

“It’s an ordinance to con-
trol noxious weeds that are
spreading through our
county on our road system
and replacing native vege-
tation. It is time for the
county to be a part of the
solution, not part of the
problem.”

Thirteen speakers said
they were opposed to any
herbicide spraying, mainly
for health and environmen-
tal reasons.

“No one opposes a ordi-
nance,” said Darlene Schan-
fald, who has led in the
opposition to herbicide
spraying.

“No one opposes a plan.
That's not the question
here. The question is are we
going to use deadly poi-
sons?”

-

Under the ordinance,
those who do net want her-
bicides to be sprayed near
their property can enter
into an “owner will control”
agreement with the county

to take measures to
control noxious weeds
themselves.

“At the very least, it is
the public that should be
voting on whether to let the
county use toxic chemicals
on roadsides and beyond, or
invest in a non-toxic weed
control plan, making the
county a safer place to
reside,” Schanfald said.

Schanfald presented a
joint letter from the Sierra
Club North Olympic Penin-
sula, Protect the Peninsu-
la’s Future, Olympic Envi-
ronmental Council and
Friends of Miller Peninsula
State Park.

The letter alleged that
critical public records were
deleted by Lucero, that doc-
uments had been “moving
targets” and that there had
been no unbiased assess-
ment of the noxious weed
plan. '

Like Schanfald, most of
those who were opposed to
herbicides were supportive
of the intent of the ordi-
nance and the county’s
broader effort to control
noxious weeds.

“To those who have said
“Well 'm in favor of an inte-

grated plan but without the
P havhinida? folka

that’s what we've had here
in Clallam County, a de
facto integrated plan with-
out the use of herbicide for
the last 20 however-many
years,” Ozias said.

“Unfortunately, the prob-
lem is getting exponentially
worse.” '

Harley Oien was among
those who raised concerns
about the companies that
produce - herbicides and
other carcinogenic chemi-
cals.

“Do you want to be
behind this parade of new
chemicals, new and beauti-
ful herbicides, and then
suddenly find that you have
this liability for having poi-
soned the wells and the
streams and the waters of
Clallam County?” Oien
asked the board.

Lucero said the draft
weed management plan has
been reviewed by a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration ecotoxicolo-
gist and 40 other experts
from local, state, federal
and tribal agencies; envi-
ronmental groups; and for-
esters.

“Noxious weeds know no
boundaries,” Lucero said in
a 40-minute staff presenta-
tion.

“State law requires the
control of noxious weeds, for
good reason, on both public
and private property.

“The county has not
heen able to achieve compli-

ance with the tools they
had,” Lucero added.

“This ordinance commits
the county to a strategic,
comprehensive process to
achieve the legal responsi-
bilities and to me, more
importantly, the steward-
ship goals that we have out
there.”

The motion to approve
the ordinance was made by
Commissioner - Bill Peach
and seconded by Johnson.

“] really appreciate the
process and the input,”
Peach said. |

“This issue has been dis-
cussed quite comprehen:
sively.”

Johnson, a longtime for
ester, said it would be
important for the county
plant native vegetation s
help control noxious weed:
and use herbicides as a “las

resort.”

He added that herbicide
have been shown to be th
only effective means to con
trol certain types of inve
sive plants such as Jape
nese knotweed.

Ozias thanked the publi
for its “incredible particips

. tion and engagement wit

this issue.” -

He said he shared th
concerns of citizens wk
testified about reducin
chemical footprints, protec
ing food supplies, protectir
chemically sensitive cif
zens and helping bees ar
other pollinators.
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What's
the Plan?

Combination of all tools
*Biological

*Physical

*Chemical

«Cultural

*Prevention

GOAL-pollinator-friendly,
diverse, naturally self-
sustaining plant
community

CLALLAM COUNTY
ROAD DEPARTMENT

INTEGRATED
WEED MANAGEMENT
PLAN
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Roadsides:
An Ecological Oppoftunity?
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. Clallam County Road System ' '/
4 e 8footx1mile=1acre |
528 miles-8 foot/shoulder

2 shoulders X 528 miles=1,050 acres










How’d we do?

2017 Work Plan-A Pilot: Identifies limited portion of road system for

herbicide treatment, no limit to manual sites

* Primary Focus: 3 high priority, but uncontrolled species
meadow/spotted knapweed and knotweed sites

« Secondary Focus: Thistle/broom project area in high visibility
agricultural area

« Accommodate Public Reqguests

* Interdepartmental communication

« Provide for volunteer DIY:
“Owner Will Control”, “Adopt-A-Patch” Program,

Treatments combination herbicide/manual

« Roadside: 105 miles, multiple partners

« 33 noxious or invasive species of special concern

« 6.12 gallons (aquatic, low rate formulations)

« Over 100 individual contacts-cautious curiosity, satisfied, positive
« 0 complaints-No one Adopted A Patch

« Other County Land:11 pits

« Native plants being grown



py Valley-Blyn Focus Area
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Patches of knotweed on County road not
originally included for treatment in plan

»

Responded to Road
Department Requests




Prevention
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Clean rock
piles

Chain Gang
In Pits
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griminal prosecution
under RCW 43.30 and
WAL 332.52
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Significant meadow knapweed infestation on
popular DNR recreational trail, adjacent to County



Monitoring Team
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Native Plant
Material
Cooperative




Broad Bloom Period-Rugged Species

kinnickkinnick ---
white fawn lily ]
tall oregon grape L [ ]
oregon grape I R
chocolate lily
wild strawberry
oregon box
red flowering current
evergreen huckleberry
Oregon sunshine
salal
Pacific ninebark
mock orange
goatsbeard
rhododendron
beargrass
red columbine
coast penstemon
checker mallow
baldhip rose
snowberry
tiger lily
oceanspray
fireweed
Douglas aster
goldenrod




Previously Widespread Species
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‘ : beargrass
chocolate lily
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white fawn lily



2018!

Feedback?

Reporting-Commissioner Briefing

2018 Work Plan-submit to Weed Board for approval
Public Requests-That means YOU!

Other County lands/Departments-PARKS, DCD
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