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Clallam Bay Man Receives 41 Years for First-Degree Murder, Other Crimes
Clallam County Superior Court Cause No. 23-1-00158-05

Clallam County Superior Court Judge Simon Barnhart sentenced Cipriano Ojeda-lIbarra of
Clallam Bay to 41 years in prison for premeditated murder in the first degree, two counts of
assault in the second degree, and possession of a stolen firearm. The sentence followed a plea
from Ojeda-Ibarra.

On June 28, 2023, Charlotte Lopez was in her trailer on the property of her mother and Ojeda-
Ibarra, Lopez’s stepfather since she was a child. Lopez was in the trailer with two of her
friends, Cindy Smith and Walter Mantor. Ojeda-Ibarra went to the trailer, knocked on the
door, and told Smith and Mantor to leave. When Lopez tried to follow Smith and Mantor,
Ojeda-Ibarra grabbed her and pointed a stolen .357 revolver in her face. Smith and Mantor
got into their car and Smith could hear Lopez pleading with Ojeda-Ibarra to let her

leave. Smith then heard a gunshot and saw Lopez’s body crumple to the ground. Ojeda-
Ibarra then approached Smith and Mantor, pointed the gun at them and asked them if they
wanted “the same.” Smith and Mantor quickly drove away, and Smith called 9-1-1.

Members of numerous local law enforcement agencies, including the Clallam County
Sheriff’s Office, Port Angeles Police Department, Sequim Police Department, Lower Elwha
Police Department, La Push Police Department, and Washington State Patrol,

investigated. PAPD Detective Ron Cameron found the revolver Ojeda-1barra used to shoot
Lopez tucked between folded laundry inside Ojeda-Ibarra’s bedroom.

“This is a crime that shocks the conscience,” said Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Steve
Johnson, who, along with Chief Criminal Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Michele Devlin,
recommended a 43 1/3-year sentence. Lopez suffered “a brutal and violent death,” and “did
not deserve her fate,” said Johnson.

Judge Barnhart sentenced Ojeda-Ibarra to base sentences of 360 months for murder in the first
degree, 29 months for each count of assault in the second degree, and 20 months for
possession of a stolen firearm. Additionally, Judge Barnhart imposed 60 months for Ojeda-
Ibarra being armed with a firearm during the murder and 36 months for being armed with a



firearm during his assaults of Smith and Mantor. The firearm enhancements will run
consecutively to each other and to the base sentences, which will run concurrently.

The Clallam County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office thanks the Clallam County Sheriff’s
Office, the Port Angeles Police Department, the Sequim Police Department, the Lower Elwha
Police Department, the La Push Police Department, and the Washington State Patrol for their
efforts in this case.

Office Information

The Clallam County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office employs over 25 people, including 14
attorneys. Clallam County, which includes Forks, Port Angeles, and Sequim, has an
approximate population of 78,000.

The Criminal Division represents the state and the county in criminal matters in the Clallam
County District and Superior Courts. The Criminal Division is responsible for prosecuting all
felonies in Clallam County and all misdemeanors in unincorporated areas of Clallam County
as well as the Cities of Port Angeles and Sequim.

The Civil Division acts as the law firm representing the County and its agencies. The Civil
Division advises and represents all of the County's elected officials and departments on a
myriad of complex legal matters. The range of legal representation provided by this unit is
expansive and covers virtually every aspect of civil practice.

The Child Support Enforcement Division is wholly funded by and represents the Division of
Child Support of the State of Washington. The Support Enforcement Division carries out
judicial establishment of paternity and child support, enforcements for failure to pay court-
ordered child support, and modifications to existing child support orders. The Support
Enforcement Division also represents the State of Washington in collection actions on parents
owing a duty of support.
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